


�R�Y�H�U���E�U�L�G�J�H�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�R�X�Q�G���U�L�Y�H�U���/�H�V�V�H����
Looking down on La Roche from the woods 

�D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���W�L�Q�\�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���F�K�D�S�H�O���R�I���6�W���0�D�U�J�X�H�U�L�W�H��
�L�W�¶�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���W�R�Z�Q���Z�D�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���W�R�W�D�O�O�\��
�G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���%�D�W�W�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���%�X�O�J�H���L�Q������������
A land of surprises? Certainly. 

Temptations
�)�U�R�P���0�D�U�F�R�X�U�W�����R�Q���W�K�H���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���5�L�Y�H�U��

�2�X�U�W�K�H�����Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���R�X�U���S�L�F�N���R�I���Z�D�O�N�V�����:�H��
�Z�H�U�H�� �V�L�G�H���W�U�D�F�N�H�G�� �L�Q�V�W�H�D�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J��
outdoor food market with its wealth of cheeses, 
smoked pork, sausages and paté. A few miles further 
�R�Q���O�D�\���'�X�U�E�X�\�����W�K�U�R�Q�J�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���S�X�O�O�H�G���L�W���E�\��
its curious claim to fame as the smallest city in 
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����1�H�D�U�O�\�����������\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R�����-�R�K�Q���,�����&�R�X�Q�W���R�I��
�/�X�[�H�P�E�R�X�U�J���D�Q�G���.�L�Q�J���R�I���%�R�K�H�P�L�D�����H�O�H�Y�D�W�H�G���O�L�W�W�O�H��
�'�X�U�E�X�\���W�R���W�K�H���U�D�Q�N���R�I���F�L�W�\��

We left the cobblestoned streets lined with shops 
aimed at far higher spenders than us – think a 
diamond museum and a shop selling ‘diamond’ 
�F�R�O�O�D�U�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���H�[�S�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�U�L�Q�N�H�W�V���I�R�U���G�R�J�V���±���I�R�U���D��
�W�U�H�N���X�S���W�K�H���K�L�O�O���W�R���W�K�H���M�D�P���I�D�F�W�R�U�\�����&�R�Q�¿�W�X�U�H�U�L�H���6�D�L�Q�W��
�$�P�R�X�U���� �,�W�V�� �M�D�P�V���� �P�D�G�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �N�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �E�H�U�U�\��
imaginable, were as luscious as its name. 

�7�H�P�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �O�X�U�N�H�G�� �R�Q�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �F�R�U�Q�H�U����
�I�U�R�P�� �E�R�X�F�K�H�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�O�G�� �E�R�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�H�Q�L�V�R�Q����
to artisan chocolatiers and patisseries with displays 
like works of art. And that’s not to mention the 
beer! This is a country where there were once more 
breweries than churches. 

�:�H�¶�G�� �F�R�P�H�� �W�R�� �:�D�O�O�R�Q�L�D�� �N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �Y�H�U�\�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �R�I��
what to expect. The only other Brits we met were 
�D�P�R�Q�J���D���I�H�Z���L�Q���W�K�H���T�X�H�X�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���*�U�R�W�W�H�V���G�H���+�D�Q����
�Z�K�H�U�H�����������S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q�V�L�G�H���W�K�H�V�H���F�D�Y�H�V��
�P�D�U�Y�H�O�O�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H��

�:�K�D�W�� �Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V�� �L�Q�G�H�H�G���� �0�\�V�W�H�U�L�R�X�V�� �P�L�U�U�R�U���O�L�N�H��
�S�R�R�O�V�� �O�D�\�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�W�W�R�P�� �R�I�� �F�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �¿�Q�J�H�U��
�O�L�N�H�� �V�W�D�O�D�J�P�L�W�H�V�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �K�R�O�G�� �X�S�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�R�I���� �,�Q��
others there were beautiful, ribbon-like formations 
and sparkling rocks that looked like they had been 
sprinkled with glitter. 

�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�U�J�H�V�W�� �F�K�D�P�E�H�U���� �������� �I�H�H�W�� �E�H�Q�H�D�W�K�� �W�K�H��
limestone, our multi-lingual guide told us that the 
�O�D�V�W�� �F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�� ������������ �6�K�H�� �S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�� �K�X�J�H��
�S�L�O�H�� �R�I�� �E�R�X�O�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�X�E�E�O�H���� �³�0�D�\�E�H�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�[�W�� �R�Q�H��
will be today” she said with a sly smile. 

				  
Rail-biking

�,�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���J�H�Q�W�O�H���/�H�V�V�H���W�K�D�W���W�R�R�N���X�V���R�Q���D���I�X�Q��������
mile kayak journey, passing immense limestone 
cliffs on which perches the nine centuries old 
Château de Walzin. Rather alarmingly, we had shot 
off down a chute to join dozens of other kayakers, 
�Z�K�R���K�D�G���H�Y�H�Q���O�H�V�V���R�I�� �D���F�O�X�H���D�V���W�R���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\�� �Z�H�U�H��
doing than we had. Once past a couple of somewhat 
�µ�K�D�L�U�\�¶���Z�H�L�U�V�����W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���W�U�D�I�¿�F���V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\���W�K�L�Q�Q�H�G���R�X�W����

�,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�Q�� �D�Q�� �H�D�V�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\�� �H�Q�M�R�\�D�E�O�H��
�F�R�X�S�O�H���R�I���K�R�X�U�V���S�D�G�G�O�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H������th century 
�E�U�L�G�J�H���D�W���$�Q�V�H�U�H�P�P�H�����Q�H�D�U���'�L�Q�D�Q�W�����:�H���J�O�L�P�S�V�H�G���D��
�À�D�V�K���R�I���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���E�O�X�H���D�V���D���N�L�Q�J�¿�V�K�H�U���V�N�L�P�P�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V��
the water. The banks were dotted with tiny, pebble 
beaches where fellow kayakers were stopping for 
picnics. 

‘Pamela Anderson and friend’ at Parc des 
Topiares, Durbuy

The cathedral and citadel at Dinant

Looking down on the onion-domed cathedral 
and the River Meuse from the citadel at 
Dinant

This cablecar, claimed to be 
the shortest and steepest in 
the world, takes visitors up to 
the citadel at Dinant


